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Once again, the Wm. J. Masters property is forefront in the museum news. Last year we purchased Lot 1 of the 
Masters Addition on which sits the Masters Store and Hall. Laura writes in Pioneer Girl that her father, Charles 
Ingalls, worked for Mr. Masters building this structure “until it was finished before winter came.” We have the (ca) 
1880 photograph by Aubrey Sherwood that shows both the hotel and the store and hall building behind the Masters 
family. But the hotel, the small one-story building to the south, was missing.

Well, we found it, and in retrospect, the location should have been obvious. Wm. J. Masters left two lots in the 
Masters Addition for himself and his son, Wm. A, Masters. Lot 23 sat directly behind Lot 1 and when the elder 
Masters sold Lot 1 and the store to his son he moved the smaller hotel building to Lot 23. Over the intervening 
years Lot 23 was divided and two other houses were built, both of which remain.

The 1875 hotel building is difficult to recognize as a hotel because our expectations are so very different today. In 
1875 room on the frontier was at a premium. Masters built what he and his family needed for themselves. The 
‘hotel” part was only relevant when a guest arrived at which time someone would be expected to move out of their 
(often already shared) bedroom and bunk elsewhere so the guest could rent their bed.

By the time Wm. A. Masters bought the store building he and Nannie were living in rooms in the upstairs back, 
behind the hall. The door can still be seen from the alley, although the staircase is long gone. Laura also lived here 
for a short period while taking care of Nannie Masters.
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William T. Anderson
Emil & Betty Bannick
Annette Foster
Ron & Debra Kuehl
Shirley Knakmuhs
Mrs. Clarice Lund
Nancy Osland
Janet Putte
Dick Van Hecke
Margaret Wiecks
Mrs. Lorene Olson
Al Zumach
Kathy Mischke
Donald B. Johnson
Dr. Ray L. Grefe
Pat Hansen
Merle & Betty Peterson
Evelyn M. White
Donald W. Centilli
Terry & Deb McVenes
Eugene & Marilyn Swanson
Dave & Wanda Hoyt
Doug & Rennae Krentz
Merna Malmberg
Barbara Goltz
William L. & Marilyn Y. Kuehl
Joel & Lynn Swanson
Mike & Judy Anderson
Stan & Hazelle Gordon
George & Barbara Hawkins
Dawn Slipka
Patricia Richards-Nachazel
Ethel Marshall

A very special thanks to Betty Bannick for the tireless work on researching 
and cataloging decades and decades of obituaries for the museum

John Bass
Sarah Utho�
Nansie Cleaveland
Penny Linsenmayer
Kathleen Carlson
Susan Duggan
Jeanne Schmidt
Mary Tyler
Noel & Rita Christensen
Robert Boerboom
Carol Johnson
Gina Terrana
Sue Goeman
Stephanie Burnham
Gregg E. McCullough
Buddy & Janice Schultz
Lee Gordon
Kristine Klotzbach
Grant & Lori Heslep
Nadine Keller
David & Susan Nackerud
Kelly P�euger
Morris Harvey & Judy Damp
Karen Brill
Shelley C. Bronk
Trini Wenninger
Charlotte J. Prentice
Richard Guy
Fay & Duane Jensen
Ferneva Brimacomb
Gaylee Thorsness
Jack V. & Marjorie Klucking
Bud Hanson

Marlys Pemble
Donald E. Johnson
Joan & Don Segner
Julie Taylor
Kathy Bredeson
Amy Sullivan
Joe Peterson
Nancy G. Craig
Galen & Glenda Buterbaugh
Dr. Francis C. Gamelin
Carol A. Smith
Roxy Soll
Connie Neumann
Emily Worley
Katherine McDowell
Jim & Barb Anderson
Robert & Rachel Luther
Chuck & Vickie Lantz
Owen & Karen Lit�n
Dennis & Sharon Rossing
Annie Syverson
Joan & Dale Kaye
Janice Wiggins
Phyllis Burkhead
Layne & Garnet Haugen
Jonni Craven Ngo
Bette Bertschi
Jean Knakmuhs
Karen Patrick
Carmen Swo�er-Penna
Martha Lopez
Leona Kottke
Patricia Christensen

Lifetime Members
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Bonnie L. Huebsch
Dallas & Gail Dammen
Rebecca Brammer
Cheri Baldwin
Mari Bjork
David Meade
Lauri Goforth
Vicki Gondeiro
Melanie Stringer
James R. Ontko
Jean & Vern Elefson
Taryn Elizabeth Lit�n
Sharon Brown
Carole Nebhut
Kathleen A. Baxter
Elaine Ingalls
Bruce & Maydra Maas
Mrs. George Wilfred Wright
Julie Miller
Tim Huebsch
Pamela Swo�er Ebbesen
Michelle Lee McClellan
Todd & Colleen Lit�n
Lucy Lee Flippin
James & Eileen Wegner
Lillian Lillquist
Delores Fingarson Peterson
Trip Friendly
Mary A Sorensen
Lori Mangan
Bill Waterman
Jed J. Bendix
And Your Name Here!

Board of Directors

Ed Fornberg (Pres)
Lynn Swanson (VP)
Beth Kleven (Secy)
Lori Johnson (Treas)
Steve Hanson
Jesse James
Robert Boerboom
Robyn Hansen
Dan Warner
Angie DeSmith
Kari Mass
Je� Farber
Carolyn Enstadt

Sta�;
Amy Ankrum (Director)
Joel McKinney
LaDonna Albertson

Renovations at Grandma’s House are almost 
complete. All new windows have been 
installed, insulation board has been applied, 
and new paneling is in place! The work has 
gone well but we did learn that the porch roof 
was held up by only the window frames! An 
extra week and an awful lot of 3/4” plywood 
later and we are sturdy, and snug, and ready to 
go. While the windows are all installed it is not 
too late to support the project by purchasing 
Granma a new window (they weren’t all spon-
sored).

45th Little House Cast Reunion - 2019Mark Your Calendars!
Plans are under way for a cast reunion in July of 
2019 to celebrate the 45th anneversary of the 
Little House on the Prairie  television show.
The event will be one of the Pageant weekends in 
July but we are still negotiating for as many cast 
members as possible so no �nal date yet.

2014 Cast Reunion

Lori Johnson, Robyn Hansen, Kari Mass, Karen Grassle 
(”Ma”), Lynn Swanson, and Angie DeSmith in 2016

We Need Photos of People on Main Street!

We are currently working on a project to document who was 
where, when on Main Street. While we have several photos 
taken over the years that show swaths of Main Street, the 
personal photos tend to give the most detailed information. 
As an example, the Corn Belt Land O�ce appear in photos 
from 1915 through 1945, but the only good image of the front 
comes from a snapshot of the Swanson girls in front of their 
store (which, unfortunately, does not appear in the photo).

So drop by with your old photos. 
We’ll scan them and return them.
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Two new exhibits for 2017 were the Garth 
Williams Illustrations Exhibit, featuring 
illustrations from the museum collection,  
and The Rest of the World exhibit which 
added context to Laura’s history by explor-
ing what else was happening in the world 
while Laura lived in Walnut Grove.

1874: 
Monet’s Impression Sunrise starts Modern Art
Strep and Staph are discovered
Levi Strauss patents riveted blue jeans
Gold is discovered in the Black Hills

1875:
1st Civil Rights Act
1st Indoor hockey game (Montreal)
1st College football game (Tufts vs Harvard @ Jarvis Field)
Albert Schweitzer born
La Brea Tar Pits �rst described

1876:
 Telephone patented
4-Stroke gas engine patented
Battle of the Little Big Horn
Tom Sawyer published
Wild Bill Hickok shot 
James Gang raid North�eld MN bank
Ashtabula Rail Bridge failure
Heinz Tomato Ketchup introduced
Schliemann excavates Mycenae

1877:
Tilden wins popular vote but House compromise puts Hayes in
 White House
Railroad Strike of 1877
Deimos and Phobos (moons of Mars) discovered
Phonograph invented

1878: 
Minneapolis Washburn Mill ‘A’ explodes
Edweard Muybridge invents serial photography
Cape Lion and Quagga both go extinct
1st Public Health warning about smoking tobacco
Sphinx partially excavated
Lincoln County War (Young Guns)

1879:
Electric Light Bulb invented
Altamira cave discovered
Eastman invents dry plate photography

The Garth Williams Coloring Book 
is still available in the Gift Store or 
online at www.walnutgrove.org

And Amy’s favorite: The Ei�el Tower was being built

While Laura Lived in Walnut Grove
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Ma’s Garden
Ma’s Garden joined Pa’s Crop 
Plot this year. Pa grew wheat 
and oats while Ma grew squash, 
tomatoes, onions, peas, beans 
and cabbages.

45 Countries, 9 Canadian 
Provinces, and all 50 States 
were represented at the 
museum in 2017150 Years ago, in a little cabin near Lake 

Pepin, Wisconsin, Caroline Ingalls gave birth 
to her second daughter. She and Charles 
named her Laura.

Happy  150th Birthday
Laura Ingalls Wilder

Watch for news on the 45th TV Cast Reunion 
being planned for July of 2019One of the 10 Best Books of 2017

The New York Times Book Review

Prairie Fires by Caroline Fraser is a “Must Read” for fans of the real Laura, and a 
“Must Have” for any Laura Ingalls Wilder History Buff’s complete library! 
Prairie Fires delves into the writing of the Little House books, and the tensions 
between Rose Wilder Lane, Laura’s daughter, who edited Laura’s work while 
maintaining her ownb career and serial author, and provides historical context for 
the lives of both women. -    Available in the Gift Store or online at
                                                www.walnutgrove.org/store

2018 Pageant Dates: July 6 & 7, 13 & 14, 20 & 21



David Meade
Marilyn Meade
Lauraplaooza

WG Class of 1962 (Judy Glass)
Betty Pedersen

Jed J. Bendix

Thank You Gifts for Donors
$5000 and up: A plaque honoring your generous donation to be hung in 
Masters Store, a walnut mount with a piece of Masters roo�ng board with an 
embedded hand forged nail probably hammered by charles Ingalls, a photo 
reprint of the 1880 Aubrey Sherwood image of Masters Store, Certi�cate of 
Authenticity, and a personal tour of the Masters during renovation.

$2501 - $4999: A walnut mount with a piece of Masters roo�ng board with a 
large embedded hand forged nail probably hammered by charles Ingalls, a 
photo reprint of the 1880 Aubrey Sherwood image of Masters Store, Certi�-
cate of Authenticity, and a personal tour of the Masters during renovation.

$1001 - $2000 An acrylic box with a small piece of Masters roo�ng board with 
a medium embedded hand forged nail probably hammered by charles 
Ingalls, a photo reprint of the 1880 Aubrey Sherwood image of Masters Store, 
Certi�cate of Authenticity, and a personal tour of the Masters during renova-
tion.

$500 - $1000: An acrylic box with a small piece of Masters roo�ng board  with 
a small embedded hand forged nail probably hammered by charles Ingalls, a 
photo reprint of the 1880 Aubrey Sherwood image of Masters Store, Certi�-
cate of Authenticity.

$250 - $499: One meduim hand forged nail from Masters Store, probably 
hammered by Charles Ingalls, Certi�cate of Authernticiy, and reprint of 
Sherwood image.

$100 - $249: One small hand forged nail from Masters Store probably ham-
mered by Charles Ingalls, mounted for display, Certi�cate of Authenticity, and 
reprint of Sherwood image.

$25 - $99: Photo reprint of Aubrey Sherwood image of Masters Store and 
Certi�cate of Thanks.
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 ... We found the Masters Hotel 
building too! 

And we may be able to take 
possession and have it moved 
back to its original location next 
to the Store and Hall building!

Evidently Wm. J. Masters moved 
the older building when he sold 
the store and hall to Wm. A. 
Masters, his son. Lot 23, where we 
found the old building, like lot 1, 
where the store and hall building 
still is today, was oversized and 
had been saved for his retirement.

And what is even 
more exciting

Donors to the New
Masters Renovation FundOur biggest news is the kick o� of 

our Masters Building Renovation 
Fundraiser.
The Masters Store and Hall building 
was known locally as ‘Masters Hotel’ 
for decades. It was an easy mistake 
to make as Laura only makes the 
distinction between the hotel 
proper and the store building when 
she mentions that her father was 
hired to build “a store building, with 
a hall above, beside the hotel.” The 
best-known photograph shows the 
Masters families in front of both 
buildings and because of modern 
expectations, it was easy to assume 
the larger building was the hotel.
A visit to the Masters Hotel in Burr 
Oak, Iowa, will reinforce the under-
standing that a hotel stay in the 
frontier was not at all what we’d 
expect from a hotel stay today. The 
rooms are tiny with space for a 
single bed and a small dresser, no 
more. Many closets today are built 
larger than these rental rooms.
When the Masters moved to Walnut 
Grove and built the hotel the 
extended family consisted of six 
adults and a baby. The original hotel 
building is only 22 feet wide and 
from the slope of the roof can’t be 
more than 20 feet deep. That’s not 

much space per person, less when 
there was a paying guest using one 
of the tiny rooms. The addition of 
the two-story store building must 
have been tremendous.
While Laura wrote more about her 
job in the hotel, we do know that 
she also lived in the building her 
father built, at least for a while. 
William A. Masters’ wife, Nan, 
su�ered from fainting spells and 
Laura was hired as a live-in nanny to 
help with the baby. Apparently, the 
Masters junior had moved into an 
apartment in the back of the Hall 
upstairs in the new building.
Laura wrote nothing of this period in 
On the Banks of Plum Creek, the 
�ctional account of her time in 
Walnut Grove, and left out the entire 
year in Burr Oak. Her reasoning 
being that the story line that had the 
heroic Ingalls family �ghting nature 
on the small farm on Plum Creek just 
made for a great story. The truth is 
that the Ingalls wintered in town 
during the family’s �rst stay in 
Walnut Grove, and lived behind 
Masters on the edge of town during 
their second stay.
Now that we have possession of the 
Masters Store building we need to 
remove everything that was added 

over the years and restore the build-
ing to what Laura knew. To that end 
we have a photograph from about 
1880, and the forensic evidence of the 
di�erent materials used in di�erent 
periods of construction. For example, 
the studs used by Charles in 1877 are 
roughly sawn and fully two inches by 
four inches. Sometime around 1900 
the building was lifted onto cast block 
and the store front was converted to a 
house façade. The studs used in this 
alteration are rough cut but measure 
one and �ve-eighths inch by three 
and �ve-eighths inch. After WWII 
studs were typically ‘smooth sawn’ 
and one ½“ by three and ½”.
Upstairs we found the old door frame 
that led from the hall to the balcony. 
This entire wall was furred and replas-
tered so some of the wallpaper from 
the original wall is still there. Over the 
course of this winter we will be 
removing lath and plaster and looking 
for more clues!
The downstairs we intend to restore 
and use for displays of a typical period 
mercantile, and perhaps a hotel desk 
and dining room. Upstairs we will 
restore the apartment that Laura 
shared with the Wm. A. Masters family 
and restore the public hall to be used 
as a meeting place.

Masters Store & Hall Renovation Fund

We are struggling to learn how much remains of the original Hotel building. There are two additions, one on each 
end, the doors shown in the Sherwood image have been replaced by windows and the original windows removed. 
But the chimney remains in the same place and the �oor joists are the original full dimensional lumber.

Studs from the Masters Store Building


